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Woodland Park Receives Lone Star Legacy Designation 

Waco, Texas – Six Texas parks were honored with designation as a Lone Star Legacy Park by the Texas Recreation and 

Parks Society (TRAPS) in a ceremony at the association’s annual institute in Waco on February 28, 2018. 

    A Lone Star Legacy Park is classified as a park that holds special prominence in the local community and the state of 

Texas.  To qualify for consideration, the park must have endured the test of time and become iconic to those who have 

visited, played and rested on its grounds. Nominated parks must be a minimum of 50 years old and had to meet at least 

one of the following criteria:  

• The property represents distinctive design and/or construction. 

• The park is associated with historic events or sites. 

• The park is associated with events specific to the local community/state. 

• The park is home to unique natural features. 

     Parks have played an important role in the development of our communities throughout history. Local parks help 

promote community, natural respite and social interaction as communities were founded, developed and prospered and all 

parks so designated will be included in a state-wide initiative promoting Heritage Tourism.   

Six parks received the honor in the sixth year of the statewide program. Parks recognized include Everman Park, 

Abilene; Lewis Park, Conroe; Max Stracke Park, Seguin; Woodland Park, Houston; , Prairie Creek, Richardson and 

Woodlawn, San Antonio.   

Woodland Park Information (212 Parkview):   
 
Originally developed as Highland Park by the Houston Electric Street Railway Company in 1903, the park was intended as a 
recreational destination for its patrons. The park originally featured a restaurant, concession stands, “aerial swing” and a 
waterslide, which emptied into Lake Highland where rowboats rentals were available.  
 
The park was acquired by the City of Houston in 1911 and renamed Woodland Park in 1914, shortly after the Woodland 
Heights neighborhood was developed adjacent to it. The new name was an appropriate one given the vision of the 
community’s developer, William A. Wilson, who was considered forward thinking for his promotion of landscaping amenities 
among his residential developments. In fact, his use of street trees in the design of Woodland Heights, a middle-income 
neighborhood, was a rarity at a time when these types of considerations were reserved for the upper class. This civic 
mindedness led to Wilson’s appointment in 1910 to Houston’s first board of Park Commissioners along with George 
Hermann, the namesake for Hermann Park.   
 
In 1912, Woodland Park played a significant role in one of Houston’s first master plans. Landscape Architect, Arthur Comey, 
was hired by City leaders to prepare a study of existing parks and greenspace and to make recommendations on his findings. 
The resulting report, “Houston, Tentative Plans for its Development” proposed an interlinked system of existing bayous, 

 



 
which would serve as natural corridors that would connect existing and proposed parks with neighborhoods throughout 
Houston. Woodland Park figured prominently in Comey’s masterplan as one of the few existing municipal parks and one of 
only two parks abutting a bayou at the time. The Comey plan for Houston was only partially realized during its time, but has 
become an important part of the framework that has guided park and greenspace development in Houston in recent years. 
 
During the decades following the park’s establishment, Woodland Park matured into an established City park. As Houston 
expanded outwardly at break neck speed, the once suburban park and the historic Woodland Heights and Germantown 
neighborhoods which surround it, found themselves in the middle of an urban environment. These neighborhoods and 
Woodland Park have maintained their unique character despite Houston’s appetite for modernity.  
 

Today, Woodland Heights residents have formed a Friends of Woodland Park group, which is charged with 

the protection and enhancement of the park and works in concert with the Houston Parks and Recreation 

Department. 

 

 

 

TRAPS is a non-profit 501(c)3 professional and educational organization founded 75 years ago with a membership of 

over 2,000 professionals. TRAPS is committed to advancing the field of parks, recreation and leisure services in Texas, 

while advocating for enhanced recreation opportunities and the increase of public green space for Texans. www.traps.org  


